
Preparatory Webinar for the Ramsar COP12, for NGOs/Civil Society in 

the Latin America and the Caribbean region 
 

Date: 23rd April 2015, from 10am – 11.30am EST 
 

If you work in Wetland protection as part of an NGO or Civil Society representative, then you are 

invited to take part in this virtual meeting to discuss the international convention on wetlands, the 

Ramsar Convention, and the forthcoming conference of its contracting member countries (COP) in 

June in Uruguay.   This is an opportunity to send a message to international colleagues from your 

organisation or community, about the successes and challenges in protecting wetlands. 

We will have some presentations and afterwards the opportunity to discuss together with other 

participants the challenges that we face.  Presentations include: 

- Introduction to the roles of civil society in protecting wetlands, and to the World Wetland 

Network.  Felipe Velasco, Fundación Montecito, Colombia Regional representative of WWN 

- How does Ramsar work, what is the relation with civil society and an introduction to the 

COP12 of Ramsar.  Melissa Marin, IUCN, and Regional Representative of WWN for the 

Neotropics, and a Ramsar representative (to be confirmed) 

- Case studies from civil society networks.  Fanca, Jorge Mora Portuguez.  Ecosystem Alliance, 

Rafaela Nicola 

- Ramsar COP host country NGO representative.  Gabriela Pignataro, Cultura Ambiental, 

Uruguay. 

- Representante de la sociedad en Uruguay, como pays anfitrión.  Gabriela Pignataro, Cultura 

Ambiental, Uruguay. 

There will then be an open debate for all participants in the webainr.  We will cover three key areas: 

- Examples/case studies of work in the Latin America and the Caribbean region, 20 minutes (if 

you would like to present your work, please let us know before the webinar). 

- Themes of the COP; key message from civil society; how representative can take part in the 

COP. 

- How can NGO networks function better together in the longer term for wetland protection, 

to support delivery of the Ramsar objectives? 

To register, please see this link.  If you would like to present your work, please contact Felipe 

Velasco, fundacion.montecito@yahoo.com 

 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2459584787426996738
mailto:f.montecito@yahoo.com

